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The freedom to believe what is not acceptable, 
logical, consistent or comprehensible. 

By Jim Myers 
 
If you have been watching the news lately you are probably aware of number of stories about Islamic 
topics that are getting lots of attention.  The protests against the proposed mosque a few blocks away 
from Ground Zero and the minister that threatened to burn the Koran were at the top of the list 
recently.  In a CNN interview about the building of the mosque Anderson Cooper interviewed a 
minister and asked him: “Reverend, I understand you don't like Islam. Their beliefs are against your 
beliefs, but in this country, doesn't everyone have a right to worship and hold the religious beliefs that 
they want?” His reply was: 

 
Well, I don't think there's any question about that, but what we do have is a battle over 
truth. Islam says that Jesus didn't die on a cross. Islam says that Jesus wasn't raised from 
the dead. Islam says that Jesus isn't God. We have a diametrical problem here. Islam is a 
lie from the pit of hell, and we need to be able to speak that truth from the corners and the 
streets and the highways as contesting America. 

 
One thing that immediately caught my attention was that the reporter used the word “beliefs,” and the 
minister used the word “truths.” CNN then asked him about the First Amendment rights that every 
American has concerning religion and speech, including Muslims.  The minister’s response was: 
 

“ . . what we do have is a battle over truth. Islam says that Jesus didn't die on a cross. Islam 
says that Jesus wasn't raised from the dead. Islam says that Jesus isn't God. We have a 
diametrical problem here. Islam is a lie from the pit of hell . . .” 

 
This time the minister summed it up with a very revealing phrase – “a battle over truth.”  He framed 
the issue as a battle between Christian truths and Islamic truths.  Clearly he saw both as mutually 
exclusive without any possibility of agreement.  This same message echoed in the words of the 
minister that threatened to burn the Koran 
 

“We believe there is only one way, and that is Jesus Christ. People have freedom to 
worship as they please. . . as a Christian, I wish that all Muslims would get saved. I wish 
that they would all convert to Christianity, because Christianity is the one and only true 
religion. . . (CNN transcript Anderson Cooper 360 09/07/10)  
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The goal that both ministers shared was to convert everyone to their forms of Christianity.  Of course, 
if they achieved it then they would not only abolish Islam from the face of the earth, they would also 
abolish Judaism and every other religion – including any other forms of Christianity.  The same thing 
would happen if extremists Islamic leaders achieved their goals too. 
 

The prophet, prayer and peace be upon him, said: The time will not come until Muslims will fight 
the Jews (and kill them); until the Jews hide behind rocks and trees, which will cry: O Muslim! 
there is a Jew hiding behind me, come on and kill him! . . . Since when did the Unbelievers do 
justice to the Believers? “And the Jews will not be pleased with thee, nor will the Christians, till 
thou follow their creed. (http://middleeast.about.com/od/palestinepalestinians/a/me080106b.htm) 

 
American is now facing one of the greatest challenges in its short history. Will it be possible for 
citizens who belong to extremists’ religious sects to peacefully co-exist in America? What happens 
when members of mutually exclusive and diametrically opposed religions appeal to United States 
Constitution to protect their beliefs?  Let’s take a moment to read the First Amendment again:  
 

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the 
people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”  

 
Even though we are immersed in religion in America, many would probably have trouble defining 
exactly what a religion is. Since we are dealing with a constitutional question we must use legal 
resources instead of our regular dictionaries; in this case we will use Supreme Court cases. 
 

(1) Individuals “may believe what they cannot prove. They may not be put to the proof of 
their religious doctrines or beliefs.” (United States v. Ballard [322 U.S. 78 (1944)]) 

 
(2) “Religious beliefs need not be acceptable, logical, consistent, or comprehensible to 
others . . . .” (Thomas v. Review Board of the Indiana Employment Security Division [450 
U.S. 707 (1981)]) 

 
The above cases make it clear that “belief” is an essential element for anything to be considered a 
“religion,” but the Court does not go so far as to specify what those beliefs should be. So, what 
happens when two beliefs are diametrically opposed to one another? 
 

The bedrock principle underlying both these holdings is that since two conflicting religious 
beliefs cannot reasonably both be true, a finding by the court as to the verity of any 
religious belief would come very close to establishing a religion (“Defending Religion for 
Constitutional Purposes: A New Approach Based on the Writings of Emanuel 
Swedenborg”).     

 
Knowing that the Court doesn’t want to be placed in the position of establishing a religion 
through its rulings helps us understand why its position that “religious beliefs need not be 
acceptable, logical, consistent, or comprehensible, as well as unprovable and may not be put to the 
proof.” Now if that isn’t an open-ended definition, I don’t know what is, but interestingly, it does 
contain one very specific belief requirement which must be included for it to be a religion. 
 

http://middleeast.about.com/od/palestinepalestinians/a/me080106b.htm
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A belief on its own is not enough to define religion. Religion is believing in something 
that does not depend on anything else, and upon which everything else depends. This 
belief in the divine is the heart of religion. (United States v. Seeger [380 U.S. 163 (1965)] 
and Welsh v. United States [398 U.S. 333 (1970)]). 

 
In order for anything to be ruled as a religion it must include the specific belief “in something that 
does not depend on anything else, and upon which everything else depends.”  The “something,” 
however, is not specified – it could be anyone or anything.  
 
I saw a documentary on television several years ago about the conflict between Israel and the 
Palestinians over who has a right to the land.  Leaders from orthodox Jewish and Muslim groups were 
debating the subject.   
 

After the moderator engaged both sides in the discussion the rabbis opened the Torah and 
read some verses to support the Jewish claim that the land was theirs.  Later the Muslin 
leaders opened the Koran and read some verses to support their claim that the land was 
theirs.  In response the rabbis read more verses from the Torah, which the Muslims 
answered by reading more verses from the Koran.  Finally, one of the rabbis held up his 
hand and said, “Well I guess it comes down to our book says the land is ours and your 
book says the land is yours!”   

 
The rabbi’s words summed up the real issue.  The questions that the moderator failed to ask were: 

(1) Where did their books come from?  
(2) Why were they being offered as proof? 
(3) What are the sources of the authoritarian claims being made about them? 

 
The bottom line is that both religions claimed that the ultimate authority behind their book is God. If 
Christians had been involved in the above debate, they would have claimed the same thing about their 
Bible.  Christianity, Judaism and Islam agree on this subject. 
 
In addition to all three religions having their own books or Scriptures, they are also monotheistic.  
Monotheism means that each one believes that there is only one God and that God is their God. But, do 
all three religions believe in the same God?  Since all three religions are “belief-based” the first place 
we should look is in their “creeds” or “statements of faith.”  Let’s begin with a Christian group. Below 
is the opening paragraph of the statement of faith of the Evangelical Free Church of America 
(http://www.efca.org/about-efca/statement-faith). It contains beliefs that are widely held by most Christians today. 
 

“We believe in one God, Creator of all things, holy, infinitely perfect, and eternally 
existing in a loving unity of three equally divine Persons: the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit. Having limitless knowledge and sovereign power, God has graciously 
purposed from eternity to redeem a people for Himself and to make all things new for His 
own glory.” 

 
It is followed by nine other belief statements: (1) The Bible; (2) The Human Condition; (3) Jesus 
Christ; (4) The Work of Christ; (5) The Holy Spirit; (6) The Church; (7) Christian Living; (8) Christ’s 
Return; and, (9) Response and Eternal Destiny. Every Christian belief system contains specific beliefs 
about Jesus, i.e., “We believe that Jesus Christ is God incarnate, fully God and fully man. . . .” 
 

http://www.efca.org/about-efca/statement-faith
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Moses Maimonides, a Spanish Jew, who lived in the 12th century CE, condensed the basic beliefs of 
Judaism into the form of a creed. Its first three statements are: 
 

1. I believe with perfect faith that the Creator, blessed be His Name, is the Creator and Guide of 
everything that has been created; He alone has made, does make, and will make all things. 
 
2. I believe with perfect faith that the Creator, blessed be His Name, is One, and that there is no 
unity in any manner like unto His, and that He alone is our God, who was, and is, and will be. 
 
3. I believe with perfect faith that the Creator, blessed be His Name, is not a body, and that He is 
free from all the properties of matter, and that He has not any form whatever. 
(Source: http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/cultural/religion/judaism/beliefs.html) 

 
Maimonides makes it very clear that the Jewish God and Christian God are not the same Gods.  Now 
let’s examine Islamic beliefs about their God.  
 

1. There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is his messenger (http://www.beliefs-in-islam.com/).  
 
2. God is not Jesus, and Jesus is not God; God is not a trinity. (http://www.islam-guide.com/ch3-2.htm). 

 
One of the great errors made by the news media is that Christians, Jews and Muslims all believe 
in and worship the same God, which they just call by different names.  All three meet the legal 
requirement for being a religion in America, because each states that it believes in “something that 
does not depend on anything else and upon which everything else depends.” But, as we saw above, 
their stated beliefs make it very clear that they are very different Gods, including different names.  
Christians believe the something is “the Trinity,” Jews believe it is Yahweh and Muslims believe it is 
Allah.  Christians believe their God spoke through Jesus, Jews believe it was through Moses and 
Muslims say it was Muhammad.  The Scriptures for Christian is the Bible, for Jews it is the Tanakh 
and for Muslims it is the Koran (Qu’ran). 
 

Truths, Beliefs or Facts 
 
As we saw in the above CNN interview, it is common for religious leaders to describe their positions 
as the “truths,” instead of as a “beliefs.”  What is the difference? What if every religion said – “Our 
beliefs are . . .” instead of “The truth is . . .”   
 
The word “truth” is defined as – “a truth is something that is true or in agreement with a standard or 
original.”  “True” is defined as “being in accordance with the actual state or conditions.”  There are 
two kinds of truth: 
 

(1) A truth is something that is in accordance with the actual state or conditions. 
(2) A truth is something that is in agreement with a standard. 

 
Belief is defined as “a state or habit of mind in which trust or confidence is placed” It is important to 
understand that beliefs are “mental” structures of the mind.  A “fact” is defined as “the quality of being 
actual; something that has actual existence; an actual occurrence.”   
 
If a belief is in accordance with the actual state of being it would be both a truth and a fact.  But, a 
belief can also be the truth because it is in agreement with a standard, but that standard could also not 

http://www.mnsu.edu/emuseum/cultural/religion/judaism/beliefs.html
http://www.beliefs-in-islam.com/
http://www.islam-guide.com/ch3-2.htm
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be in accordance with the actual state of being. Thus, it would be a “truth” that is factually untrue.  
You may want to think about that for just a minute before you continue. 
 
There are many beliefs that are “truths” because they are in agreement with a particular religious 
institution’s standards, but are also neither true nor factual. How do we deal with these important 
differences? Scientists have discovered that our brains make no distinction between them.  The brain 
processes beliefs and facts as though they are the same.   
 

Our believing brains make no qualitative distinctions between the kinds of things you learn 
in a math textbook and the kinds of things you learn in Sunday school. . . Belief in God, 
disbelief in God, and belief in simple empirically verifiable facts all lit up the ventromedial 
prefrontal cortex, the area of the brain that governs your sense of self. We are, in some 
sense, what we believe. . . But they do show (again) what neuroscientists already know. 
"Intuition" and "reason" are not two separate activities. They're interconnected. From the 
brain's point of view, religious belief and empirical data are the same. (Fact Impact: New 
study of the brain shows that facts and beliefs are processed in exactly the same way. 
http://www.newsweek.com/2009/09/30/fact-impact.html) 

 
The scientific revolution did not begin until 1543; just 51 years after Columbus discovered 
America.  Christianity had already been around for over 1,500 years, which means that many Christian 
beliefs had been around for a very long time and were well established by then.  Islamic beliefs had 
also been around for almost one-thousand years by that time. The thing that must be kept in mind is 
that before the 16th century the religious truths of our world were all authority-based-truths, because 
the scientific way of thinking, which introduced fact-based truths was unknown. 
 
Once the scientific revolution began the numbers of fact-based-truths began to increase 
exponentially. In the meanwhile Christian, Jewish and Muslim authority-based-truths had been in 
conflict for centuries, and it didn’t take long for scientific fact-based-truths to become part of those 
conflicts too.  Probably one of the best known conflicts has been over the creation. Creationism versus 
Evolution continues to make headlines today.  
 

Learning about our Biblical Heritages 
 
A recent Pew Center quiz revealed that “although the United States is one of the most religious 
developed countries in the world, most Americans scored 50 percent or less on a quiz measuring their 
knowledge of the Bible, world religions and what the Constitution says about religion in public life.” 
Even more interesting was the discovery that atheists and agnostics scored highest, while Bible-belt 
Southerners scored at the bottom. Those who believe the Bible is the literal word of God did slightly  
worse than average.” It also revealed that the single strongest factor predicting how well a person does 
on the religious knowledge quiz was education.   
 
The Bible-belt has been my home for my entire life.  Many have described the Dallas-Ft. Worth area as 
the “belt buckle for the Bible belt.” In my younger years I attended many old fashion revivals, 
including some held under tents.  The one thing that we all knew was that our beliefs were the truth 
and that we should not entertain any ideas that disagreed with them.  “Be ye separate from 
unbelievers” was a slogan that was well known, too. You will probably never be able to fully grasp 
what went through my mind when, after many years of research, I came to the conclusion that Jesus 
himself would not have agreed with those beliefs!   

http://www.newsweek.com/2009/09/30/fact-impact.html
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The place that every believer should begin his or her religious education is at least a few centuries 
before the time of Jesus.  According to current studies Jesus was born around 6 BCE and was executed 
by the Roman army around 27 CE.  If you have been reading BHC’s newsletters for the past years or 
longer you are familiar with our work on the historical Jesus. He lived for about 33 years in the Galilee 
and Judean area.  An interesting thing we discovered was that the name “Jesus” did not exist until 
about 500 years ago, therefore the historical Jesus’ name wasn’t “Jesus.”  The letter “J” does not 
exist in Greek or Latin and there was no “J” in English until the 14th century in England.  It would not 
be until the 17th century that the “J” became a commonly used letter in English. 
 
The name of the historical Jesus was either Yehoshua or Yeshua.  A majority of scholars conclude that 
Yeshua was his name.  He was a Jew who was actively involved in the religious traditions of his time.  
Yeshua was baptized in the Jordan River along with many others who were persuaded by John the 
Baptist to “repent and be baptized.” Yeshua began his movement after the imprisonment of John the 
Baptist. His movement was a Jewish movement whose members were exclusively Jews. None of 
this information was taught by my denomination or found in its publications.   
 
The impression that I had, along with my fellow church members, was that our beliefs originated 
with Jesus and had been passed along in tact directly from him to us.  We believed that our beliefs 
had been preserved in a “pure” form from the very beginning.  However, after learning about the 
Jewish Yeshua, it was clear that something was wrong. The first thing that stood out was that we 
were clearly not a Jewish religion; there weren’t any Jews who were members of my church. 
“Being Jewish” would not have been considered a “good thing” in our church. 
 
The second thing that became obvious was the way the Romans were viewed.  In the world of 
Yeshua the Romans were the “bad guys.”  They not only executed Yeshua, but executed many other 
very important church leaders, including – Paul, Peter and James. The Romans persecuted Christians 
for the first three centuries.  However, it would be the Roman Church that became the center of 
Christianity and its leaders created the foundational beliefs upon which my form of Christianity 
had been built. 
 
Yeshua’s movement was exclusively a Jewish movement and all of its members were Jews.  
During the lifetime of Yeshua there is no record of any Gentiles becoming members.  My Christianity 
was an exclusively Gentile religion.  Any Jew that would have wanted to join would be required to 
renounce to adopt beliefs that would make it impossible for him to belong to any Jewish group, just as 
a Christian would be required to renounce any belief in Jesus to convert to Judaism.  This situation 
should raise some questions that every Christian or Jew should be able to answer before declaring that 
their beliefs are the absolute truths or before putting down anyone else’s beliefs. 
 

(1) How did an exclusively Jewish movement of the first century became an exclusively 
     Gentile religion three-centuries later? 
 
(2) Are the beliefs of Christianity today the same as those of Yeshua? 
 
(3) What is the source of the Christian truths that are found in the creeds and 
     statements of faith of churches today?  

 
As I said above, I had always “assumed” that what my denomination taught had been passed down 
directly from Jesus to us. It is very important to know something about youreligion’s history so you 
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will be able to understand exactly how it came to be what you practice today.  A good place to begin is 
the introduction of the excellent book, Lost Christianities, written by Dr. Bart Ehrman. It provides a 
great overview of the early centuries of Christianity. 
 

The wide diversity of early Christianity may be seen above all in the theological beliefs 
embraced by people who understood themselves to be followers of Jesus.  In the second 
and third centuries there were, of course, Christians who believed in one God. But there 
were others who insisted that there were two. Some said there were thirty. Others claimed 
there were 365. 
 
In the second and third centuries there were Christians who believed that God had created 
the world. But others believed that this world had been created by a subordinate, ignorant 
divinity. (Why else would the world be filled with such misery and hardship?) Yet other 
Christians thought it was worse than that, that this world was a cosmic mistake created by 
a malevolent divinity as a place of imprisonment, to trap humans and subject them to pain 
and suffering. 
 
In the second and third centuries there were Christians who believed that the Jewish 
Scriptures (the Christian “old Testament”) was inspired by the one true God. Others 
believed it was inspired by the God of the Jews, who was not the one true God.  Others 
believed it was inspired by an evil deity.  Others believed it was not inspired. 
 
In the second and third centuries there were Christians who believed that Jesus was both 
divine and human, God and man.  There were other Christians who argued that he was 
completely divine and not human at all. (For them, divinity and humanity were 
incommensurate entities: God can no more be a man than a man can be a rock.) There were 
others who insisted that Jesus was a full flesh-and-blood human, adopted by God to be his 
son but not himself divine. There were yet other Christians who claimed that Jesus Christ 
was two things: a full flesh-and-blood human, Jesus, and a fully divine being, Christ, who 
had temporarily inhabited Jesus’ body during his ministry and left him prior to his death, 
inspiring his teachings and miracles but avoiding the suffering in is aftermath. 
 
In the second and third centuries there were Christians who believed that Jesus’ death 
brought about salvation of the world. There were other Christians who thought that Jesus’ 
death had nothing to do with the salvation of the world. There were yet other Christians 
who said that Jesus never died. (Lost Christianities; © 2003 by Oxford University Press; 
New York, New York; page 2) 

 
Please understand that all the above groups viewed themselves as Christians.  There was no single 
Christian authority group in place that had the power to declare what was truth or heresy. Christian 
communities were spread across the ancient landscape, each with its own authorities.  Hershel Shanks 
reflects the same position in his book Christianity and Rabbinic Judaism (© 1993 Biblical 
Archaeological Society; p. 315): 
 

Before the 4th century it is misleading to refer to Christian "heresy" because there was no 
dominant orthodoxy before this time.  It is also misleading to use the terms apocryphal and 
canonical because the New Testament canon was not closed until the 4th century at the 
earliest. 
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How did Christianity evolve from the diverse network of independent religious communities with a 
diverse range of beliefs to that of the modern forms of Christianity reflected in the words of the 
ministers at the beginning of this newsletter? What are the potential dangers of blindly following any 
religion without understanding its history?  

 
http://www.rickross.com/groups/jonestown.html 

Remembering Jonestown 
Time Magazine / November 18, 2008 

By Andrea Sachs 
 
No one knows more about the Jonestown massacre 
than journalist Tim Reiterman. He began 
investigating Reverend Jim Jones . . .for the San 
Francisco Chronicle 18 months before Jones burst on 
the world's stage. Reiterman's articles caught the 
attention of Congressman Leo Ryan . . . Reiterman . . 
. accompanied the Congressman on a fact-finding 
mission to Jonestown, Guyana. On November 18, 
1978, after meeting with Jones and his followers, 
their small party was ambushed by Peoples Temple 
gunmen as they were leaving. Ryan and four others 
were killed; Reiterman himself was wounded.  
 
TIME: Do you think about Jonestown now? 
 
Reiterman: I think about it every day. I think about 
the people, the 900 people I saw who were young 
and old and vibrant and talented and performing on 
that first evening when I met them. I think about 
those images of their bodies in piles and final graves 
that have been used again and again and again.  

It was about December of 1990, a few months after my first grandson was born, that I was sitting in 
my study reading a news magazine.  I was just flipping through the pages when I saw the picture that 
would change my life forever. I couldn’t take my eyes off the shoes on the little child!  

 

http://www.rickross.com/groups/jonestown.html
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Then I noticed the woman’s arm wrapped around the small child, and the man’s arm around her.  I 
knew nothing specifically about any of the people, but if a picture is worth a thousand words – the 
message I heard was that they loved each other.  I assume the man and woman were the parents of the 
child with those little shoes. 
 
What if that child had been my newly born grandson?  Someone was that child’s grandfather.  What 
would he have felt if he saw the picture?  I had heard the tape recording of that night in Jonestown, 
when Jones was urging the people to get their children to drink the poison.  He told them that it would 
be over quickly and that they would all be meeting in heaven.  Even with all of the chaos taking place 
it came down to one person placing a cup of deadly poison to the lips of the child in the picture.  As I 
thought about that moment I asked myself the question that would change my life -- What was so 
powerful that it could have caused a loving mother to do that to her own child? What was she 
thinking as she looked into her baby’s eyes? How could she have placed that cup of poison to its 
lips? Did the father just stand there and do nothing? How could a minister ask them to do it? 
 
I knew that the religious beliefs played a primary role in what those people did.  If it hadn’t been for 
their religious beliefs they probably wouldn’t have been there.  They were Christians and so was I.  Jim 
Jones was a Christian pastor and so was I.  Both of our religious belief systems were very similar to the 
above evangelical creed. We both taught that our Christian Bible was the “Word of God.”  We both 
taught that what we were preaching was the “Word of God.”  How could I be sure that what I was 
teaching from my pulpit would not lead to something like Jonestown?  I had to know! 
 
My commitment to examining my belief systems began that moment. This was the first step of the 
journey that I have been on for over twenty years now.  One of the first things I wanted to find out 
was where my beliefs came from.  As I thought about the power of religious beliefs I realized they 
influenced the decisions I made every day – what I did with my time, who I spent time with, how I 
spent my money, how I viewed other people, etc. But, I had no idea where those powerful beliefs 
originated and how I ended up with them. I thought it was very interesting that Jim Jones placed the 
following words on the sign that hung above the chair where he sat and spoke to his people: 
 

“Those who do not remember the past 
are condemned to repeat it.” 

 
Before anyone can remember the past they must first know something about it. Don’t you find it very 
interesting that something that plays such an important role in American lives isn’t part of the 
educational programs of public schools or religious institutions?  Why aren’t there courses that provide 
students with an overview of the histories of at least the major religions that influence the minds of so 
many Americans? Where did they originate and by whom?  How did the creeds and statements of faith 
become part of those religions? In addition to the religious institutions, at least one required course 
should be taken about the history of the sacred texts of the religions.  Since over 100,000,000 million 
Americans believe the Bible is either inspired by God or the literal word of God, shouldn’t they know 
the histories their Bibles too?  
 
The next newsletter will provide you with a bird’s eye view of Christian history.  Historical events do 
not take place in a vacuum, so notice how the events relate to each other.  Pay close attention to how 
many people have paid dearly for what someone else believed. Also watch how those in positions of 
power in religious institutions or movements developed relationships with those in political and 
military power to gain more power and wealth.             BHC 
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BIBLICAL HERITAGE CENTER 

MEMORIAL GARDENS 
 

As long as we live, they too will live;  
for they are now a part of us, as we remember them. 

 
September & October 2010 

 

September & October Memorials 
 
 

In Loving Memory 
 

KAREN 
LEYNOR 

 
March 31, 1966 

September 9, 2004 
 

May you dwell under His 
wings in complete 
SHALOM forever! 

 
 

In Loving Memory 
 

JEWELL G. 
PATTERSON  

 
March 14, 1907 
October 1, 1995 

 
May you dwell under His 

wings in complete 
SHALOM forever! 

 
 

In Their Remembrance 
 

May their memories inspire us to 
seek those qualities of mind and 

heart which they shared when we 
walked life’s journey together. 

 
May we help to bring closer to 

fulfillment their highest ideals and 
noblest strivings. 

 
May their memories deepen our 
loyalty to those things which we 

valued and shared -- 
faith, love, peace and devotion 

and our biblical heritage. 
 

As long as we live, they too will 
live; for they are now a part of us, 

as we remember them. 
 
(Inspired from prayers found in Yitzhor 

Reflections - The New Mahzor - The 
Prayer Book Press) 

 
In Loving Memory 

 
JAMES 
EDGAR 

MYERS, SR. 
 

September 13, 1913 
September 19, 1999 

 
May you dwell under His 

wings in complete 
SHALOM forever! 

 
In Loving Memory 

 
CALVIN P. 

A SPECIAL FRIEND 
 

1914 
October 17, 2003 

 
May you dwell under His 

wings in complete 
SHALOM forever! 

 
 

 
Remembering those who came before us is a very important part of the Biblical Heritage Center's 
mission.  It is our privilege to honor them by the BHC Memorial Garden and Memorials which are 
printed in this newsletter.  The Memorial Garden is on the website at http://www.biblicalheritage.org.  
Please visit it the next time you are on the Internet and stop back by often.  If you would like to add 
your loved one to this section, send the information to us.  There is no charge, but donations are 
accepted.  Remember those who have meant so much to you with a BHC Memorial.  
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BHC’s Primary Objective 
 

Protect, preserve, and enhance the quality of 
life by raising the awareness of our biblical 

heritages and by providing factual 
information about their origin and historical 

development throughout the centuries.  

 
Thank you for reading this newsletter. 

 
Matters of belief & faith are important factors in the quality of life we lead, because 
they affect the religious, political and social environments in which we live.  They 
influence how we relate to other people by creating the moral and value systems we 
hold.  The Bible and the heritages linked to it are held by over 2,000,000,000 people 
today.  It is extremely important that they have factual information about the critical 
components of the Belief Systems that influence many of their daily decisions and 
create the realities through which they view life.   
 
One of our most important missions is to raise the awareness of the power biblical 
heritages play in Belief Systems by providing factual information so people are able to 
accurately understand the origins and historical development of the biblical heritages 
over the centuries. Incorrect information leads to bad and harmful decisions. 
 
Join the BHC Google Group and you will receive our newsletters, news and updates – 
and they are FREE (http://www.biblicalheritage.org).  Please share our newsletters with 
as many people as you like – forward emails, make copies, etc.  All we ask is that you 
include this page with the newsletters. 
 
The Biblical Heritage Center is completely funded by financial gifts sent by individuals 
who support its work.  Your generosity will be greatly appreciated and it will make a 
big difference! For information about how to make an online donation go to -- 
http://www.biblicalheritage.org/BHC/donate.htm or mail your donation to: 
 

Biblical Heritage Center, Inc. 
P. O. Box 79 

Cleburne, TX 76033-0079 
 

The Biblical Heritage Center, Inc. is not a religious organization and therefore does not have a 
doctrinal system or statement of faith.  BHC is 501.3(c) educational and research organization that 
searches for factual information from a wide variety of sources.  Donations are tax-deductible to the 
full extent allowed by law.  Consult your tax advisor or accountant for information. 

http://www.biblicalheritage.org/
http://www.biblicalheritage.org/BHC/donate.htm

