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How to choose an Apostle
By Jim Myers
There were eleven apostles after the loss of Judas, so another man was needed
to fill his place. An account of how that man was chosen to be an apostle is
recorded in the Book of the Acts of the Apostles. This will be the first apostle
chosen after Jesus was crucified. The Book of Acts is the second volume of an
investigative report written by Luke (according to tradition). The author’s name is
not found either the Gospel of Luke or the Book of Acts, but the man that asked
him to do an investigation for him is found in both books and his name was
Theophilus. The introduction to the Gospel of Luke states:
Many have undertaken to draw up an account of the things that have
been fulfilled among us, just as they were handed down to us by those
who from the first were eyewitnesses and servants of the word. With
this in mind, since I myself have carefully investigated everything from
the beginning, I too decided to write an orderly account for you, most
excellent Theophilus, so that you may know the certainty of the things
you have been taught. (Luke 1:1-4)
Scholars generally date the writing of the Gospel of Luke at around 80 CE.
Theophilus was uncertain about what he had been taught. This tells us that
Theophilus received his information from one or more teachers. We do not know
who they were or where he was taught, but it reveals that teaching was how he
learned about Jesus and his Movement. We also learn that Theophilus was aware
of other teachings that disagreed with what he had been taught. This reveals that
other teachers, who were also members of the Jesus Movement, were teaching
something that disagreed what he had been taught. He was uncertain and
wanted to know who was telling him the truth. The Book of Acts opens with:
In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to
do and to teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving
instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. (Acts
1:1-2)
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As I said above, Luke wrote his report to Theophilus in two volumes. The first,
the Gospel of Luke, reports on the life and teachings of Jesus. It begins with
events that took place before his birth and ends immediately after his
resurrection. The Book of Acts begins with Jesus ascending to heaven and ends
with the imprisonment of Paul in Rome.
Luke’s decision to divide his report into two volumes may have also been
influenced by another factor. When we examine the contents of each volume it
becomes clear that volume one is about the acts of Jesus, while the second is
about the acts of the Holy Spirit. It is important for readers to be aware of this
when it comes to the selection of the new apostle. The verses below describe the
event that took place after Jesus ascended to heaven, but before the Holy Spirit
descended to the earth.
Therefore it is necessary to choose one of the men who have been with
us the whole time the Lord Jesus was living among us, beginning from
John’s baptism to the time when Jesus was taken up from us. For one
of these must become a witness with us of his resurrection.” So they
proposed two men: Joseph called Barsabbas (also known as Justus) and
Matthias. Then they prayed,“ Lord, you know everyone’s heart. Show us
which of these two you have chosen to take over this apostolic ministry,
which Judas left to go where he belongs.” Then they cast lots, and the
lot fell to Matthias; so he was added to the eleven apostles. (Acts 1:2126)
What requirements were revealed for one to become an apostle?
(1) A man must be chosen.
(2) Has to have been with them the whole time the Lord Jesus was living.
(3) Must become a witness with us of his resurrection.
Luke reveals something very interesting in the second requirement. He states
that the candidates must have been with them for a period that begins with
John’s baptism and ends when Jesus was taken up from them. Since Jesus did
not call any apostles until at least 40 days after his baptism by John, the
potential candidates for apostleship would have had to have been there on the
day Jesus was baptized by John and was anointed, but before the Jesus
Movement began. It would also mean that they had come there on their own to
hear John the Baptist and probably didn’t know Jesus.
The two men that met those requirements and were proposed as candidates were
Joseph called Barsabbas, whose other name was Justus, and Matthias. Notice
that the first candidate, Joseph was also known by two other names Barsabbas
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and Justus. No wonder it gets a little confusing when we read biblical accounts,
especially in the New Testament.
The name Barsabbas consists of two Aramaic words, bar (son of) and sabbas (the
oath). Some ancient manuscripts have a different spelling for this name –
Barsaban – which might reflect Bar-Saba, which means “son of the elder.”1
According to Eusebius,2 who wrote a history of the church in 325 for Emperor
Constantine the Great, and Philip of Side,3 Papias told on the authority of Philip’s
daughters (see Acts 21:9) how this man, when challenged by unbelievers, drank
serpent’s venom in the Lord’s name, with no harmful consequences.4 This may be
part of the reason that the verses 9-20 were added to the end of the Gospel of
Mark (chapter 16). Two verses 17 and 18a reflect what we just read above:
And these signs will accompany those who believe: In my name they
will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; they will pick
up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison,
it will not hurt them at all;
The consequences of someone’s decision to add this to Mark, when they are
viewed through a fundamentalist belief system (every word of their translation of
the Bible is the literal word of God and therefore must be obeyed), has cost a
number of believers their lives. The latest death was reported on May 31, 2012:
A West Virginia Pentecostal pastor who used poisonous snakes during
religious services has died of a rattlesnake bite. Mack Wolford, who just
turned 44, was killed by a snake he had owned for years. Wolford was
performing a religious ceremony when the incident happened. Wolford’s
father, who was also a serpent-handling pastor, died in the same way
nearly 30 years ago.5
Getting back to the Book of Acts, the name of the other candidate was Matthias,
which appears to have been his only name. It is a contracted form from the name
Mattihiah.6 We know nothing else about him, but his name was popular during
that period.
How did they decide which man would become an apostle? They cast lots. Why
would they choose that method for selecting an apostle? The answer may be
found in the words Jesus spoke to Pharisees who were seeking a sign:
Then some of the Pharisees and teachers of the law said to him,
“Teacher, we want to see a sign from you.” He answered, “A wicked and
adulterous generation asks for a sign! But none will be given it except
the sign of the prophet Jonah. For as Jonah was three days and
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three nights in the belly of a huge fish, so the Son of Man will be three
days and three nights in the heart of the earth.7
Dr. James Tabor, in his recent book co-authored with Simcha Jacobovici, The
Jesus Discovery, wrote:
This is quite extraordinary, since it is the only sign Jesus says he will
give to his generation, preserved for us in this earliest gospel . . . Jonah
and the fish is the most common motif in early Christian art from the
2nd and 3rd centuries CE.8
The discovery of an ossuary with a four-line Greek inscription and a drawing that
Dr. Tabor interprets to be “the sign of Jonah”9 has gathered a great deal of media
attention after the recent documentary on the Discovery Channel. If Tabor is
correct, this pushes the evidence back to the first century that the sign of Jonah
was very important to early Christians. Jonah would have been a well-known and
popular story among the followers of Jesus. It contains an account that may
supply the answer for why the early followers of Jesus decided to cast lots to
choose their next apostle.
Then YAHWEH sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm
arose that the ship threatened to break up. All the sailors were afraid
and each cried out to his own god. And they threw the cargo into the
sea to lighten the ship. But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay
down and fell into a deep sleep. The captain went to him and said, “How
can you sleep? Get up and call on your god! Maybe he will take notice of
us so that we will not perish.” Then the sailors said to each other,
“Come, let us cast lots to find out who is responsible for this
calamity.” They cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah.10
It should also be noted that before the break of the day at the Temple, priests
assembled to cast lots that would decide the assignment of the various daily
tasks. Therefore, the early Christians simply did what was very familiar in their
world. They cast lots and the lot fell on Matthias, which they viewed as a sign
from God as to who should be chosen. His position was selected the same way
the priests were assigned their jobs in the Temple.
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Please Support BHC’s Work by Contributing
BHC is committed to searching for and sharing fact-based information that will
help people more accurately understand what the words of their Bible meant to
the original authors, how interpretations of their words have changed and the
implications of those changes. BHC is committed to helping you!
It takes money to do this work and BHC completely relies on individuals to fund
its work. We have a tremendous amount of information that we need to get into
your hands, but do not have the funds needed to prepare and publish it. Will you
please help us help you -- and help many others?
Please make a generous donation today. Also, remember BHC in your estate
planning and you will make a big difference now & in the future too!
Make a donation online at: http://www.biblicalheritage.org or mail it to:
Biblical Heritage Center, Inc.
PO Box 79
Cleburne, TX 76033-0079
------------------------------------------cut here ---------------------------Please make your checks payable to -- Biblical Heritage Center.
Enclosed is my donation of $ _____________________.
Name _______________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________
City ________________________ ST ______ Zip ___________
Email Address ________________________________________

Your support makes a big difference in our ability to be able to do our work!

Thank You!
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