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Before “The Beginning”

By Jim Myers

One of the most well-known Bible verses has to
be Genesis 1:1 (KJV) —

In the beginning God created the
heaven and the earth.”

It dsoisat the heart of one of the hottest political
/ theological battlesin our country. Thewar is
being fought over which group’s position will
appear in textbooks purchased for use in our
public schools. Needlessto say, beyond heated
debates, there are many dollars at stake too!

The question behind the debate is how the
universe came into being. One side believes that
the “literal” words of their Bible provides the
answer and the Genesis account should be
included in textbooks. The other side holds that
the Theory of Evolution answers the question and
should be in the textbooks. An important part of
the debate centers on the meaning of the word
“theory.” Scientific American provides avery
accurate definition for how modern scientists
define the word “theory”:

Many people learned in elementary
school that a theory fallsin the middle of
a hierarchy of certainty--above a mere
hypothesis but below a law. Scientists do
not use the terms that way, however.
According to the National Academy of
Sciences (NAS), a scientific theory is"a
well-substantiated explanation of some
aspect of the natural world that can
incor por ate facts, laws, inferences, and

tested hypotheses." No amount of
validation changes a theory into a law,
which is a descriptive generalization
about nature. So when scientists talk
about the theory of evolution--or the
atomic theory or the theory of relativity,
for that matter--they are not expressing
reservations about its truth. (July 2002)

Ultimately the controversy comes down to
theology vs scientific theory. Obviously, this
debate is heated and we will not be able to
resolveit in one article. But, one thing we can all
agree upon isthat the Bible is abook of words.

In order to accurately understand its words we
must follow basic linguistic rules. One of those
rules states -- we must examine the words of a
message in their contextual environment.

Context is defined as that which
precedes and /or follows any part of a
discourse and can throw light on the
meanings of the author's message.

When aword, sentence or paragraph is removed
from its contextual environment the original
meaning can be completely lost and a new
unrelated meaning substituted in its place. When
words are taken out of context they can be made
to mean just about anything — even things that
would be offensive to the original author.

The Hebrew text of Genesis 1:1 says that God (a
word which will be discussed in afuture article)
created —
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These are the Hebrew words that are trand ated as
“heaven” and “earth” in Genesis 1:1 aswell as
many others placesin our English trandations. In
amost al of the other verses the correct
translations would be “heaven” and “earth.” But,
when we consider the context of Genesis 1, two
very different translations are required.

Following the Genesis Timeline

The author of Genesis provides readers with a
very clear timeline for the events— a six day
chronological framework. Genesis 1:5 marksthe
end of thefirst day. The second day activities are
recorded in Genesis 1:.6-8. Thethird day
activities arerecorded in Genesis 1:9-13. The
author provides us with adaily construction
report on the work in progress.

The author reports that on the first day “light”
was brought into being. When the project began
there was no “light,” but at the end of the first day
— “light existed.” The author’s next report
discusses the work that was done on the second
day -- God made -

P70
Thisword has been traditionally translated as
“firmament.” It didn’t exist on the first day, but
was made by God on the second day. So, on the
first day the project was “light” and on the second
day the project was the making of a “firmament.”

Please keep the order and timetable in mind.

Thethird day was avery busy day. Thefirst
thing God did was use the firmament that He
created on the previous day to divide the waters
beneath it. After thiswas accomplished, the
author reports that something new appeared —
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The King James Version trandlates this word as
“dry land.” Notice that “land” is in italics, which
indicates that it wasn’t in the original text but was
added by the trandlators. So, technicaly, the

correct translation would be the “dry,” or
according to my version — “the dry stuff.” There
were other significant projects on the third day,
but they do not affect Genesis 1:1. Now let’s
review the work on the Genesis construction
project for the first three days.

(1) First Day — light
(2) Second Day — firmament
(3) Third Day — dry stuff

At the end of the first day neither the “firmament”
nor the “dry stuff” existed. The “firmament” was
“made” on the second day and the “firmament”
was required in order to produce the “dry stuff”
on thethird day. Please keep in mind that our
goal isto view these words of Genesis 1:1
through the eyes of their author and see what he
saw so many thousand years ago. In order to do
this we must use the “contextual meanings” of the
words that are usualy trandated as “heaven” and
“earth.”

The contextual meaning of the word trandlated as
“heaven” (the first Hebrew word at the top of the
page) isgivenin verse eight —

And God called (named) the
firmament “Heaven...”

The contextual meaning of the second word is
found in verse ten:

And God called (named) the dry stuff
“Earth...”

Now let’s retranslate Genesis 1:1 using the
“contextual meanings” of the above words —

In the beginning God created the (on the
second day) the firmament (which He named
“Heaven”’) and (on the third day God created)
the dry stuff (which He named “Earth”).

The origins of two very important elements are
not mentioned by the author -- the water and the
wet stuff. They appear to exist “before the
beginning” — just like in another, much older,
creation story from Mesopotamia. BHC
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The Biblical Heritage Center Guiding Principle

Our respective systems of beliefs serve as the foundation for our security, the basis for our values and
way of life, and the standard to which we turn when faced with important decisions. Such beliefs are
primary factors in forming the way we see the world — our reality.

Living in a post September 11™ era, we are now facing a challenge that hits at the very heart of our
spiritual foundation — the potential deadly consequences of religious belief systems. History reveals that
people who blindly follow dogmatic religious belief systems represent athreat to civilized society and
the quality of life of their fellow man. Religious beliefs have been at the heart of countless conflicts
ranging from interfamily fights to bloody wars between nations. This cycle of conflict has been repeated
countless times throughout the history of mankind.

The Biblical Heritage Center has concluded that the only healthy solution to this situation is the
voluntary incorporation of factual information by individuas who sincerely desire and search for
spiritual truth. The result of the inclusion of factual information is that the belief system is expanded and
the person becomes more open to examining their personal beliefs, as well as becoming more willing to
change when error or incomplete information is discovered. Those who follow this principle become
more compassionate and tolerant, thereby making our world a safer and happier place.

You are invited to become part of the Biblical Heritage journey by using our information, sharing it with
others, sharing your information with us and financially supporting BHC’s work. You are encouraged to
make copies of the attached article and distribute it (or e-mail it) to as many as you wish. If you find any
errors or feel that additional information should have been included, please send it to us so that we may
review it and update the article if needed. We appreciate and value your input.

Please use the back of this page to make other comments or suggestions for future articles.

Please make check or money ordersto — Biblical Heritage Center.

__lwill keep BHC in my daily prayers; enclosed is my gift of $

____l'will help BHC by sending a monthly donations of $

___ 1 will help BHC by sending a specia "seed gift" of $

Name

Address

City ST Zip

E-Mail Address

Print thisform and mail it to: BHC — P. O. Box 79 — Cleburne, TX 76033-0079.
If you prefer to make an online donation -- go to http://www.biblicalheritage.orq .
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