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America: Nation of Believers

Do you believe in the Bible? This seems like a very simple and straight forward question in the United
States of America. Nine out of ten Americans own a Bible and almost half of the adult population read
their Bible every week. Daniel Radosh’s article, The Good Book Business, published in The New
Yorker magazine article provides some very interesting insight into this phenomenon.

The familiar observation that the Bible is the best-selling book of all time obscures a more
startling fact: the Bible is the best-selling book of the year, every year. Calculating how
many Bibles are sold in the United States is a virtually impossible task, but a conservative
estimate is that in 2005 Americans purchased some twenty-five million Bibles—twice as
many as the most recent Harry Potter book. The amount spent annually on Bibles has been
put at more than half a billion dollars.

In some ways, this should not be surprising. According to the Barna Group, an evangelical
polling firm, forty-seven per cent of Americans read the Bible every week. But other
research has found that ninety-one per cent of American households own at least one
Bible—the average household owns four—which means that Bible publishers manage to
sell twenty-five million copies a year of a book that almost everybody already has.
http://www.newyorker.com/archive/2006/12/18/061218fa_fact1

With such massive popularity, it should come as no surprise that any references to the Bible will attract
a tremendous amount of interest. This can be seen in the results of many polls taken every year.
Below are the results of a 2007 Gallup Poll.

Only about one-third of Americans today believe the Bible is absolutely accurate and that it should be
taken literally word for word. The rest either feel that the Bible is the inspired word of God, but not
literally so, or that it is a book of ancient fables, legends, and history as recorded by man.

Americans' views on the Bible have not changed materially over the past 16 years. Gallup has
asked this question about personal views of the Bible nine times since 1991. The percentage
saying the Bible is the actual, literal word of God has remained in a relatively narrow range
between 27% and 35% across this time period, with the average being 31%.
Source: http://www.gallup.com/poll/27682/OneThird-Americans-Believe-Bible-Literally-True.aspx
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In order to truly understand the power that the inclusion of the words “Bible” and “God” in any form
of communication may have in our country,let’s convert the above percentages to the actual number
of adults. Based on the 2005 total adult population estimate of 221,868,000, the number that believes
the Bible is the literal word of God is 68,779,080. Another 104,277,960 believe the Bible is inspired
by God. The combined total of both groups is 173,057,040 adult Americans. Over seven out of ten
Americans belong to this group.

The words “Bible” and“God” are woven deeply into the fabric of the American culture. As seen
above, over seven out of ten American adults believe that their Bible is linked to God in one way or
another. They believe that God had some kind of role in determining what would be written in the
Bible. Interestingly, two out of the three that do not hold this belief believe in God.

The latest NEWSWEEK poll shows that 91 percent of American adults surveyed believe in
God—and nearly half reject the theory of evolution. (April 9, 2007 -
http://www.newsweek.com/id/35784)

More Americans believe in God than believe that the Bible is either the literal word of or inspired by
God. When we convert 91% into the actual number we see that 201,899,880 are in this group, almost
29,000,000 more than believe that the Bible is the literal or inspired word of God.
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The first reaction to the statistic that 91% of all
American adults believe in God is that this is a
very unified nation when it comes to God. A fact
that isn’t made by many of those who quote that 
statistic is that all of those Americans do not
believe in the same God. If the name of the God
was used, instead of the generic catchall word
“god,” the effect would be remarkable.

There are even, and have been almost since the beginning, significant differences among Christians
about the relationship of Jesus and God. Religious Jews and Muslims would agree that neither Jesus
nor the Trinity is the true God. However, there would be an intense disagreement over their beliefs
about who the true God was, and an hotter disagreement over who his prophet was.

Of course, for most of us, the link between the Bible and God goes far beyond the question of whether
the Bible is the literal or inspired word of God. The Bible is our single greatest source of information
about our God. What would you know about God, if you didn’t have your Bible? It is the evidence
that our ministers, priests and rabbis use when they teach about God. If they are all using the same
book, how could there be so many different religions and beliefs about God?
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The Holy Scriptures

We know that Muslims do not consider the Bible to be their Scriptures. Do Christians and Jews share
the same Bible? Do all Christians use the same Bible? The conversations between the two characters,
one with the Star of David and the other with the Cross, are based on discussions that have taken place
over the past two decades between Rabbi Jeffrey Leynor, Dr. Ike Tennison and me. If you have
attended any of our meetings you have probably witnessed a few of them. What do most Christian and
religious Jews picture in their minds when they are asked about their Holy Scriptures? Are they
picturing the same or different books?

This is the BHC Fact Finder.
He will pop-up & introduce new facts.

His wants to help you discover your Biblical Heritage!
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The Books of the
Tanakh & Christian Old Testaments

Tanakh (Jewish Bible) Roman Catholic Old Testament Protestant Old Testament
Genesis
Exodus

Leviticus
Numbers

Deuteronomy
Joshua
Judges

I Samuel
II Samuel
I Kings
II Kings
Isaiah

Jeremiah
Ezekiel
Hosea
Joel

Amos
Obadiah

Jonah
Micah
Nahum

Habakkuk
Zephaniah

Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi
Psalms

Proverbs
Job

Song of Songs
Ruth

Lamentations
Ecclesiastes

Esther
Daniel
Ezra

Nehemiah
I Chronicles
II Chronicles

Genesis
Exodus

Leviticus
Numbers

Deuteronomy
Joshua
Judges
Ruth

1 Samuel
2 Samuel
1 Kings
2 Kings

1 Chronicles
2 Chronicles

Ezra
Nehemiah

Tobit
Judith
Esther

1 Maccabees
2 Maccabees

Job
Psalms

Proverbs
Ecclesiastes

Song of Songs (Song of Solomon)
Wisdom of Solomon

Sirach (Ecclesiasticus)
Isaiah

Jeremiah
Lamentations

Baruch / Letter of Jeremiah)
Ezekiel

Daniel / Susanna & Bel & Dragon
Hosea
Joel

Amos
Obadiah

Jonah
Micah
Nahum

Habakkuk
Zephaniah

Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

Genesis
Exodus

Leviticus
Numbers

Deuteronomy
Joshua
Judges
Ruth

I Samuel
II Samuel
I Kings
II Kings

I Chronicles
II Chronicles

Ezra
Nehemiah

Esther
Job

Psalms
Proverbs

Ecclesiastes
Song of Songs

Isaiah
Jeremiah

Lamentations
Ezekiel
Daniel
Hosea
Joel

Amos
Obadiah

Jonah
Micah
Nahum

Habakkuk
Zephaniah

Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi
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During the Middle Ages, the Roman Catholic Church held a virtual monopoly of
faith in Western Europe, but between the 14th and 17th Centuries there was a
series of Northern European reforms, or protest movements, which led to the
separation from Rome of what would become known as Protestant churches. The
founder of the German Reformation was Martin Luther (1483-1546), an
Augustinian monk who nailed 95 propositions to the church door in Wittenberg,
challenging contemporary church practice.

Some Protestant churches became established State churches (e.g., Church of Scotland, Church of
England, Lutheran Church in Denmark), but others, called Non-conformists, resisted this. Some
movements sought local church autonomy over centralized government, and accentuated the baptism
of adult believers as the basis of the church. Protestantism spread from Europe to the New World
colonies, including America and Australia.
SOURCE: http://www.abc.net.au/religion/stories/s817757.htm

The Catholic Bible is different from the Protestant Bible in only one way: Catholic Bibles contain 46
Old Testament books while Protestant Bibles include 39. The Old Testament books found in Catholic
Bibles, but omitted from the Old Testament in Protestant Bibles, are the Books of Tobit, Judith,
Wisdom, Sirach (or Ecclesiasticus), First and Second Maccabees, Baruch, and parts of Daniel and
Esther. Catholics call these books deuterocanonical works; Protestants call them the Apocrypha.
SOURCE: http://grace-ed.org/blog/archives/589
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Different Christian New Testaments

Marcion
140 CE

Clement
215 CE

Eusebius
325 CE

Cyril of Jerusalem
350 CE

Gospel
Galatians

Corinthians
Romans

Thessalonians
Laodiceans
Colossians
Philippians
Philemon

Matthew
John
Mark
Luke

Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians

Galatians
Ephesians

(Philippians?)
(1 Thessalonians?)
(2 Thessalonians?)

(Hebrews?)
1 Timothy
2 Timothy

Titus
Colossians
Philemon

1 Peter
2 Peter
James
1 John
2 John
3 John

Barnabas
Jude

Revelation of John
Acts

Shepherd of Hermas
Acts of Paul

Revelation of Peter

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts

Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians

Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians

1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians

1 Timothy
2 Timothy

Titus
1 John
1 Peter

(Disputed Books)
James
Jude

2 Peter
2 John
3 John

Acts of Paul
Shepherd of Hermas
Revelation of Peter

Barnabas
Didache

Hebrews(?)
Revelation of John

(Rejected Books)
Gospel of Peter

Gospel of Thomas
Gospel of Matthias

Acts of Andrew
Acts of John

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts

James
1 Peter
2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John

Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians

Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians

1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians

1 Timothy
2 Timothy

Titus
Philemon
Hebrews

Gospel of Thomas

Marcion was born in Sinope (Turkey) and was the son of a wealthy ship builder.
Marcion wrote the first canon of the New Testament in AD 140. It did not
include an Old Testament.1 Eusebius wrote Life of Constantine, however he
encountered Constantine but rarely. Eusebius also wrote quite a number of other
works, ranging from the theological treatises and works on Christian Scripture to
the Ecclesiastical History.2 SOURCES: 1 http://www.marcion.info/
2 http://www.ucalgary.ca/~vandersp/Courses/texts/eusebius/eusehe.html
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Different Christian New Testaments Continued
Mommsen List

360 CE
Athanasius

367 CE
Gregory of Nazianzus

390 CE
Epiphanius

400 CE
Matthew

Mark
John
Luke

Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians

Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians

1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians

1 Timothy
2 Timothy

Titus
Philemon

Acts
Revelation of John

1 John
2 John
3 John
1 Peter
2 Peter

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts

James
1 Peter
2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude

Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians

Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians

1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians

Hebrews
1 Timothy
2 Timothy

Titus
Philemon

Revelation of John
Didache

Shepherd of Hermas

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts

Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians

Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians

1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians

1 Timothy
2 Timothy

Titus
Philemon
Hebrews

James
1 Peter
2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John

Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians

Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians

1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians

1 Timothy
2 Timothy

Titus
Philemon
Hebrews

Acts
James
1 Peter
2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude

Revelation of John
Wisdom
Sirach

The Arian Controversy dominated the formative years of the Roman
Catholic Church. Trinitarian Church fathers, Bishop Alexander of
Alexandria and his deacon Athanasius, believed there were three persons in
one god. The Trinitarians were pitted against the Monarchianists, who
believed in only one indivisible god. These included Arius, Presbyter in
Alexandria, and Eusebius, Bishop of Nicomedia.

The sticking point at the Nicene Council was a concept found nowhere in the Bible: homoousion.
According to the concept of homo-ousion, Christ the Son was consubstantial (the Roman translation
for the Greek, meaning 'sharing the same substance') with the Father. Arius and Eusebius disagreed.
Arius thought the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit were materially separate from each other, and that the
Father created the Son. Arius and his followers, the Arians, believed if the Son were equal to the
Father, there would be more than one God. The opposing Trinitarians believed it diminished the
importance of the Son to make him subordinate to the Father. The Trinitarian bishops prevailed.
Constantine's sister and Eusebius worked on the emperor to obtain reinstatement for Arius, and they
would have succeeded, if Arius hadn't suddenly died. Arianism regained momentum and survived until
the reigns of Gratian and Theodosius, at which time, Ambrose set to work stamping it out.
SOURCE: http://ancienthistory.about.com/cs/godsreligion/p/aa082499.htm
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Different Christian New Testaments Continued
Rufinus
410 CE

Augustine
430 CE

Peshitta
464 CE

Catholic & Protestant
Modern

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts

Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians

Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians

1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians

1 Timothy
2 Timothy

Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
1 Peter
2 Peter
James
Jude

1 John
2 John
3 John

Revelation of John
Shepherd of Hermas

Didache
Preaching of Peter

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John

Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians

Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians

1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians

Colossians
1 Timothy
2 Timothy

Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
1 Peter
2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude

James
Acts

Revelation of John

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts

Galatians
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians

Romans
Hebrews

Colossians
Ephesians
Philippians

1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians

1 Timothy
2 Timothy

Titus
Philemon

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts

Romans
1 Corinthians
2 Corinthians

Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians

1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians

1 Timothy
2 Timothy

Titus
Philemon
Hebrews

James
1 Peter
2 Peter
1 John
2 John
3 John
Jude

Revelation of John

The fourth-century canon has been durable, but it was not regarded as final
and has never been universal. Among Eastern orthodox churches the
canonical diversity in evidence before Constantine continued. The Syrian
church's canon, for example, is that of the Peshitta, a Syriac version of the
New Testament dating from the fifth century. The Peshitta lacks 2 Peter, 2
and 3 John, Jude, and Revelation. Martin Luther placed Hebrews, James,
Jude, and Revelation last in his translation of the New Testament in 1522,
because he had doubts about their claims to canonical status. The Gustavus

Adolphus Bible (Stockholm, 1618) identifies these four as apocryphal writings. William Tyndale, "the
father of the English Bible," placed these same four writings last in his translation of the New Testament in
1526, apparently following the practice of Luther. The Roman Catholic Church did not issue an
authoritative statement about the contents of the Bible until 8 April 1546, when the Council of Trent, by a
vote of twenty-four to fifteen, with sixteen abstentions, declared the writings in Jerome's Latin Vulgate
version to be the church's official canon. The Roman Catholic canon differs, however, from the Bible
accepted by most Protestant churches: it includes the Old Testament Apocrypha, a series of
intertestamental books omitted in Protestant Bibles.
SOURCE: http://www.westarinstitute.org/Periodicals/4R_Articles/canon.html
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English Translations of the Bibles

1385 First Wycliffe Translation
1388 Second Wycliffe Translation
1450 Gutenberg Bible
1500 Second Gutenberg Bible
1516 Erasmus Greek Bible
1522 Luther's German New Testament
1526 Tyndale's New Testament
1530 Tyndale's Old Testament
1534 Revised Tyndale Bible
1535 Coverdale Bible
1537 Matthew's Bible
1537 Revised Coverdale Bible
1539 The Great Bible
1540 Revised Great Bible
1547 Sternhold and Hopkins Psalms
1557 Whittingham New Testament
1560 Geneva Bible
1564 Buchanan's Psalms
1568 The Bishop's Bible
1582 Martin's New Testament
1609 Douay Old Testament
1611 King James Version
1611 Saravia Bible
1681 Bach's Bible
1695 Brady and Tate Psalms
1703 Daniel Whitby's Paraphrase Bible
1718 The Nary New Testament
1724 The Common Translation (KJV) Corrected
1729 Daniel Mace's Corrected King James Version
1730 Pemberton and Rivington New Testament
1745 Primitive New Testament
1755 Wesley's New Testament of the KJV
1764 Purver's New Testament
1768 Harwood's Liberal Translation of the NT
1788 Douay Second Edition
1796 Douay Third Edition
1812 Fry Bible
1817 Harper's Illustrated Bible
1820 Thomas Jefferson Bible
1828 Quaker Bible

1828 Greaves New Testament
1840 Sharpe's New Testament
1850 Lesser Bible
1862 Young's Literal Translation
1865 Sharpe's Old Testament
1867 The Psalms Chronologically Arranged
1869 Alford's New Testament
1871 Darby's New Testament
1878 J.B. Rotherham's New Testament
1881 English Revised Standard Version
1885 English Revised Standard Version (revised)
1890 Darby's Old Testament
1896 J.B. Rotherham's New Testament - 12th ed.
1897 Weekes' Bible
1900 Hayman's Epistles
1901 American Standard Version
1901 Modern American Bible
1901 Moffatt's Historical New Testament
1901 Way's Epistles
1901 Young People's Bible
1902 Rotherham's Emphasized Bible
1902 Twentieth Century New Testament
1902 Holman LinearParallel Teacher's Bible
1903 Fenton's Bible
1903 Weymouth's New Testament
1904 Worrell's New Testament
1904 Numerical Bible
1905 Lloyd's New Testament
1907 Moulton's Modern Reader's Bible
1907 The Student's Bible
1908 Rutherford's Epistles
1909 The Bible in Modern English
1909 Weaver New Testament
1912 Improved Bible -- Union Version
1914 Numeric View New Testament
1914 Cunnington's New Testament
1917 JPS Translation of Masoretic Text
1918 Anderson New Testament
1921 Shorter Bible
1922 Plainer Bible
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Bible Translations continued

1923 Riverside New Testament
1923 Goodspeed New Testament
1923 New Indexed Bible
1924 Montgomery's Centenary Translation
1925 People's New Covenant Bible
1925 Children's Bible
1926 Moffatt Translation
1927 Kent's Students Old Testament
1927 The Bible: An American Translation
1928 Christian's Bible - Strasburg edition
1932 Chaplain Ballentine Translation
1933 Torrey's Four Gospels
1934 Royd's Epistles and Gospels
1934 Wade Bible
1935 Westminster Version
1937 Greber's New Testament
1937 Martin's New Testament
1937 Spencer's New Testament
1937 William's New Testament
1938 Book of Books
1938 Clementson's New Testament
1940 Dake's Gospels
1944 Wand's N.ewTestament Letters
1945 Stringfellow's New Testament
1946 Lenski Translation
1946 Revised Standard Version: New Testament
1947 Swann's New Testament
1948 Letchworth New Testament
1949 Basic Bible
1951 Authentic Version
1952 New Testament in Plain English
1952 Rieu's Penguin Bible
1952 Revised Standard Version: Old Testament
1954 Keist and Lilly's New Testament
1954 Moore's New Testament
1955 Knox Translation
1955 Schonfield's Authentic New Testament
1955 Alvy E. Ford New Testament
1955 The Clarified New Testament
1956 Laubach's Inspired Letter's
1956 La Sainte Bible
1957 Concordant Version

1957 Lamsa's - The Holy Bible
1958 Hudson Translation
1958 Meissner's Gospels
1958 Phillip's New Testament
1958 Tomanek's New Testament
1959 Modern Language Bible
1959 The Cross-Reference Bible
1960 The Children's "KJV"
1961 New World Translation
1961 Noli's Greek Orthodox New Testament
1961 One Way: The Jesus People New Testament
1961 Simplified New Testament
1961 Wuest's Expanded New Testament
1962 Children's Version
1962 New Jewish Version: Torah
1963 Beck's New Testament
1963 The Holy Name Bible
1964 Anchor Bible (First series)
1965 Amplified Bible
1965 Bruce's Expanded Paraphrase
1966 The Bible in Simplified English
1966 Jerusalem Bible
1966 Living Scriptures
1967 Liverpool Vernacular Gospels
1968 Cotton Patch Version
1969 Barclay's New Testament
1969 Children's New Testament
1970 King James II
1970 The Mercier New Testament
1970 New American Bible
1970 New English Bible
1970 The Smallest Bible
1971 Living Bible
1971 New American Standard Bible
1972 The Bible in Living English
1973 The Common Bible
1973 New International Version: New Testament
1973 The Translator's New Testament
1973 The Better Version of the New Testament
1975 The World Made Fresh Bible
1976 Good News Bible
1976 Train Up a Child Bible



Discovering Our Biblical Heritages

Biblical Heritage Center● P. O. Box 79●Cleburne, TX 76033-0079
http://www.biblicalheritagecenter.org

15

Bible Translations continued

1977 The Gospels in Scouse
1977 Christian Counselor's New Testament
1978 The Holy Name Bible
1978 New International Version: Old Testament
1978 New Jewish Version: Prophets
1978 The Simple English Bible
1979 The New King James Bible: New Testament
1981 The Rainbow Study Bible
1982 New Jewish Version: Kethubim
1982 The New KJV: Old Testament
1982 The Reader's Digest Bible
1984 The Holy Land Bible
1984 The New World Translation
1986 International Childrens Bible
1986 Mother's Topical Bible
1987 Kwikscan Holy Bible
1987 New American Bible Revised NT
1988 Christian Community Bible
1988 Grandparent's Topical Bible
1988 Alphabetical Bible
1988 McCord's New Testament
1989 Jewish New Testament (Stern)
1989 Revised English Bible
1989 Selectronic Electronic Bible
1989 The Country Bible

1989 The Adventure Bible
1989 God's New Covenant
1990 Serenity New Testament
1991 Twenty-First Century King James Version
1992 The Complete Gospels
1993 Black Bible Chronicles
1994 Simon & Schuster Bible
1995 New Testament & Psalms: Inclusive Version
1995 God's Word
1995 New Testament: An Understandable Version
1995 Contemporary English Version
1995 The Five Books of Moses: A New Translation
1996 NIV Inclusive Language Edition
1996 Lattimore New Testament
1996 New Living Translation
2001 The Net Bible
2001 English Standard Version
2002 The Message: Bible in Contemporary Lang.
2002 The New Testament: Today's NIV
2004 Holman Christian Standard Bible
2004 Good As New: A Radical Retelling of Script.
2004 The Five Books of Moses
2004 New Living Translation (second edition)
2005 Today's New International Version

Language is constantly changing &
the meaning of a word may change

dramatically over time.

The same words can carry a very different message, even for native speakers. Even though the words
are identical and arranged in the same order, the message that is conveyed can be very different. As
you read the following paragraph pay close attention to the underlined words and think about what
they mean.

"In your last letter you asked about some of our old friends. Mary, is still a very naughty
girl, but many think that things would change if she weren't so nice. You asked if Uncle
Bill was still gay. What can I say, he will never change. Did you hear about Albert being
intoxicated? If you get to the house first, please have the chauffeur build a great big fire in
the foyer.”
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Based on what you just read, how would you describe the following?

(1) Mary -

(2) Uncle Bill -

(3) Albert -

(4) Albert’s wife -

(5) the chauffer -

(6) the foyer) -

One thing we all learn about life is that things are always changing. Language also constantly changes
to meet the particular needs of the people and society. A word consists of a group of symbols (letters)
or sounds with a attached bundle of associations (meanings). An example of how the bundle of
associations of a very common word has changed in my lifetime is the word “gay.”  In the 1950’s the 
primary meanings for the word "gay" were joyful, happy and enthusiastic. Today, if you asked ten
people on the street what the word "gay" means, the answer that most would give is "homosexual."
Which meaning one chooses for the word “gay” determines how they view Uncle Bill in the above 
message. Should he be viewed as a joyful, happy and enthusiastic person or a homosexual? This is
not to say that a homosexual person may not be joyful, happy and enthusiastic, but clearly all joyful,
happy and enthusiastic people are not homosexuals.

Now let’s take a look at the older meanings of the other underlined words.  Compare them to the 
definitions you gave above.

(1) chauffeur - the one who stoked the fire to keep warm
(2) foyer - fireplace
(3) intoxicated - poisoned
(4) naughty - poor (one who had naught)
(5) nice - stupid

Now let’s rewrite the story using the two sets of meanings.  First we willuse the older meanings.

"In your last letter you asked about some of our old friends. Mary, is still a very poor girl,
but many think that things would change if she weren't so stupid. You asked if Uncle Bill
was still happy and enthusiastic. What can I say, he will never change. Did you hear
about Albert being poisoned? If you get to the house first, please have the servant in
charge of stoking the fire build a great big fire in the fireplace.”
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Is that how you understood the message the first timeyou read it?  Now let’s rewrite it again using the 
modern meanings. This will probably be much closer to what you first thought.

"In your last letter you asked about some of our old friends. Mary, is still a very
mischievous girl, but many think that things would change if she weren't so pleasant. You
asked if Uncle Bill was still a homosexual. What can I say, he will never change. Did you
hear about Albert being drunk? If you get to the house first, please have the employee that
drives the automobile build a great big fire in the vestibule.”

Clearly the same words arranged in the same order can deliver two very different things, depending on
which meanings are attached to them. The question for readers is which one is correct? The correct
one is the one that the original author had in mind when the words were written. Therefore, our goal is
to find out who wrote the message, when it was written, where it was written and to whom it was
written. We always try to understand what the words meant to their author first? When the author and
reader are separated by hundreds of years, different languages, different cultures and very different life
experiences, the odds of accurately understanding it increases tremendously.

Over twenty years have passed since we first used the above example to introduce our linguistic
method for Bible study. If there is one book over which many debates have erupted concerning what
its words mean, it is the Bible. There is a good reason that many people choose to avoid bringing up
the subject of religion in many circles. I bet you have witnessed some very warm friendly
conversations suddenly turn into hot confrontations when religious or political topics are raised. I have
noticed that the one thing that the people engaged in such arguments never ask is -- What did the
words that we are arguing about mean to their author?

The bottom line is that most people automatically assume that their meaning is the correct one. When
we read something our internal dictionary provides the meanings that we have collected over our
lifetime for the words. We may have picked some up at home, others at school and rest in a variety of
other places. If we don’t have a meaning, many times we simple jump past the word and supply no 
meaning. This can create some fuzzy pictures in our minds, instead of sharp clear images.

Words are like secret codes.
The more we know about the author’s culture the more

accurately we will decode the message and the sharper our
mental images will be.

We all think, act, and communicate in ways that are primarily predetermined by our culture.
Culture is the most important factor involved in the process that shapes our lives, languages and
realities. From the moment an infant becomes aware of those around him and observes their actions,
he begins to learn his culture.

Culture is the whole behavior and technology of any people that is passed on from
generation to generation. Culture consists of the knowledge, beliefs, morals, laws,
religion, customs, concepts, habits, skills, institutions, and any other capabilities of a
given people in a given period.
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Rabbi Adin Steinsaltz provides additional and very informative information.

A culture is more than a set of rules to guide behavior; it is a comprehensive worldview and
way of relating to one's fellow human beings. Like all complex cultures, Jewish culture does
not spell everything out literally, but leaves much to inference. A culture's strength lies not
only in what it says, but also in what it chooses not to say, and this too must be learned.

As long as the author and reader share the same culture and live during the same time period, the
reader’s chances of understanding what the author’s meaning meant to him or her are very high.  If the 
author and reader have the same meanings for the words in a message, we call it a Successful
Communication Experience. This is the goal we should shoot for every time we read the words of
our Bible. We want to know what the author’s words meant to him in his culture, during his lifetime
and at that place. Simply by using the guidelines below anyone will be able to transform their Bible
study and elevate it to a new level.

(1) Who was the author(s)?
(2) When and where did the author(s) live?
(3) What was the culture of the author(s)?
(4) In what language was the message written?

If we are reading an English translation we must consider the influence that the translator’s culture 
played in the translation process. As we saw above, even though the Wycliffe translation is in English,
most modern English readers wouldn’t be able to read it.  Even if they could, they may not share the 
same meanings for some of the words. Words paint pictures in our minds and our goal is to see the
ancient author’s picture.  The goal of every translator should be to recreate the ancient author’s pictures 
in minds of his readers. Below is the King James translation of Matthew 12:1:

At that time Jesus went on the sabbath day through the corn; and his disciples were
an hungred, and began to pluck the ears of corn, and to eat.

Picture the field that Jesus and his disciples were standing in and what they were doing. Does the field
and what they are plucking look something like the pictures below?
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If you pictured Jesus and his disciples standing in a field like the one above, plucking ears of corn, you
probably have the same picture that would be in the minds of many Americans. The only problem is
that the corn pictured above didn't grow in ancient Israel during the time Jesus lived. As a matter of
fact, it wasn't until the discovery of America that Europeans discovered our type of “corn.”The
American Indians introduced it to their European visitors.

This is a case in which the translator’s culture produced a picture that wascorrect for his readers at the
time of the translation, but because the meaning of a word changed, it would not be correct for future
readers. We were reading from the King James translation that was produced in 18th century England
and their culture was British. Interestingly, their Scottish neighbors would have also understood the
word “corn” differently than either the British or Americans.

(1) British -- wheat
(2) Scots -- oats
(3) Americans–maize

Not being aware of the above differences, during World War II an American governmental agency
received a request for "corn" from the British government.  So the Americans shipped tons of “maize” 
to them. The British were expecting "wheat" which was to be used in the European famine relief.
Needless to say, the British were not happy with the maize they received and it took several million
dollars to correct this cultural mistake. Now let's look at an American translation of the same verse
from the New International Version:

At that time Jesus
went through the
grainfields on the
Sabbath. His disciples
were hungry and
began to pick some
heads of grain and
eat them.
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What did they translate?

After being exiled from Israel, and as the Jewish Diaspora grew more
widespread across the World, many Jews understood the importance of
creating a single text of the Torah. This uniformity would enable the
consistency of the Jewish faith outside the land of Israel. Specific scholars and
scribes were chosen for this task, these men were called Masorites. Masorites
derives its name from the word “masorah” meaning “tradition;” their
ultimate goal was to uphold the traditions of the Jewish people.

The Masorites attempted to attain consistency through established rules of articulating the words and
correcting spelling and reading. The Torah scroll was written, using only the consonants and no vowels
or accents. Therefore, the Masorites created a system of chanting symbols and vowel placement, so
future generations would understand the proper pronunciation. The Masorites made all spelling
changes or changes to the text in the margins, because they refused to alter the original text. Finally,
the Masorites provided white spaces in between words to breakup the continuous text.

There were two schools of thought over the rewriting of the Tanakh. There was the Eastern or
Babylonian school and the other was a Western or Palestinian school. The Palestinian school had
two branches of thought, the Ben Asher and the Ben Naphtali in Tiberius. In 930 C.E. Aaron ben
Moses ben Asher produced the first complete Tanakh, called the Aleppo Codex, utilizing Masoretic
symbols and ordering.
SOURCE: http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/Masoretic.html

Dead Sea Scrolls - The collection of writing recovered in the Qumran
environs has restored to us a voluminous corpus of Jewish documents dating
from the third century B.C.E. to 68 C.E., demonstrating the rich literary
activity of Second Temple-period Jewry. The collection comprises documents
of a varied nature, most of them of a distinct religious bent. The chief
categories represented are biblical, apocryphal or pseudepigraphical, and
sectarian writings.

At least a year elapsed between the discovery of the scrolls in 1947 and the initiation of a systematic
archeological investigation of the Qumran site. The northern Dead Sea area, the location of Qumran,
became and remained part of Jordan until 1967. . . The years between 1951 and 1956 were marked by
accelerated activity in both the search for caves and the archeological excavation of sites related to tile
manuscripts. Of the eleven caves that yielded manuscripts, five were discovered by the Bedouins and
six by archeologists. Cave 3 preserved two oxidized rolls of beaten copper (the Copper Scroll). . . Cave
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4 had 15,000 fragments from at least six hundred composite texts were found there. The last
manuscript cave discovered, Cave II, was located in 1956, providing extensive documents, including
the Psalms Scroll, an Aramaic Targum of Job, and the Temple Scroll, the longest (about 29 feet).

The biblical manuscripts include what are probably the earliest copies of these texts to have come
down to us. Most of the books of the Bible are represented in the collection. Some books are extant in
large number of copies; others are represented only fragmentarily on mere scraps of parchment. The
biblical texts display considerable similarity to the standard Masoretic (received) text. This, however,
is not always the rule, and many texts diverge from the Masoretic. For example, some of the texts of
Samuel from Cave 4 follow the Septuagint. Qumran has yielded copies of the Septuagint in Greek.
SOURCE: http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/History/deadsea.html

Septuagint (LXX) - THE SEPTUAGINT, derived from the Latin word for
"seventy," can be a confusing term, since it ideally refers to the third-century
BCE Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures, executed in Alexandria,
Egypt. The earliest, and best known, source for the story of the Septuagint is
the Letter of Aristeas, a lengthy document that recalls how Ptolemy
(Philadelphus II [285–247 BCE]), desiring to augment his library in
Alexandria, Egypt, commissioned a translation of the Hebrew Scriptures into

Greek. Ptolemy wrote to the chief priest, Eleazar, in Jerusalem, and arranged for six translators from
each of the twelve tribes of Israel. The seventy-two (altered in a few later versions to seventy or
seventy-five) translators arrived in Egypt to Ptolemy's gracious hospitality, and translated the Torah
(also called the Pentateuch: the first five books of the Hebrew Scriptures) in seventy-two days.
Although opinions as to when this occurred differ, 282 BCE is a commonly received date.

Philo of Alexandria (fl. 1st c CE) confirms that only the Torah was commissioned to be translated, and
some modern scholars have concurred, noting a kind of consistency in the translation style of the
Greek Pentateuch. Over the course of the three centuries following Ptolemy's project, however, other
books of the Hebrew Scriptures were translated into Greek. It is not altogether clear which book was
translated when, and in what locale. It seems that sometimes a Hebrew book was translated more than
once, or that a particular Greek translation was revised. In other cases, a work was composed afresh in
Greek, yet was included in subsequent collections of the Scriptures.

The celebrity of the Septuagint and its translators remained strong in Christianity. The earliest
Christian references to the translation, from the mid-second century (SS Justin Martyr and Irenaeus),
credit the entire Old Testament in Greek, whether originally written in Hebrew or not, to the seventy-
two. Thus Christians conflated the Septuagint with their Old Testament canon (a canon that included
the so-called apocrypha). For their part, Jewish rabbis, particularly Pharisees, reacted to the Christian
appropriation of the Septuagint by producing fresh translations of their Scriptures (e.g., Aquila, in 128
CE, or Symmachus in the late 2d c. CE), and discouraging the use of the Septuagint.

In the third century, the great Christian scholar, Origen (184/85–254/55), keenly interested in the
textual differences between the Hebrew and the Greek, set out to arrange the Church's Old Testament
in six columns: (1) the Hebrew, (2) a Greek transliteration of the Hebrew, (3) Aquila's translation, (4)
Symmachus's translation, (5) the Septuagint (LXX), and (6) Theodotion. The volumes were compiled
in Caesarea, probably between 230 and 240 CE, a project funded by Origen's patron.
SOURCE: http://www.kalvesmaki.com/LXX/
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John Mill, fellow of Queens College, Oxford, invested thirty years of hard
work amassing the materials for his edition. . . Mill had access to the readings
of some one hundred Greek manuscripts of the New Testament. In addition,
he carefully examined the writings of the early church fathers, to see how they
quoted the text. . .On the basis of this intense thirty-year effort to accumulate
materials, Mill published his text with apparatus, in which he indicated places
of variation among all the surviving materials available to him. To the shock

and dismay of many of his readers, Mill’s apparatus isolated some thirty-thousand places of variation
among the surviving witnesses, thirty thousand places where different manuscripts, Patristic (=church
fathers) citations, and versions had different readings for passages of the New Testament. . . .

Whereas Mill knew of or examined some one hundred Greek manuscripts to uncover his 30,000
variations, today we know of far more. At last count, more than 5,700 Greek manuscripts have been
discovered and catalogued.  That’s fifty-seven times as many as Mill knew about in 1707. These 5,700
include everything from the smallest fragments of manuscripts–the size of a credit card–to very
large and magnificent productions, preserved in their entirety. Some of them contain only one book of
the New Testament; others contain a small collection (for example, the four Gospels or the letters of
Paul); a very few contain the entire New Testament. . . .

In addition to these Greek manuscripts, we know of about 10,000 manuscripts of the Latin Vulgate, not
to mention the manuscripts of other versions, such as the Syriac, Coptic, Armenian, Old Georgian,
Church Slavonic, and the like. . . In addition, we have the writings of church fathers, such as Clement
of Alexandria, Origen, and Athanasius, among the Greeks and Tertullian, Jerome, and Augustine
among the Latins–all of them quoting the texts of the New Testament in places, making it possible to
reconstruct what their manuscripts (now lost, for the most part) must have looked like.

With this abundance of evidence, what can we say about the total number of variants known today?
Scholars differ significantly in their estimates–some say there are 200,000 variants known, some say
300,000, some say 400,000 or more! We do not know for sure because, despite impressive
developments in computer technology, no one has yet been able to count them all. Perhaps, as I
indicated earlier, it is best simply to leave the matter in comparative terms. There are more variations
among our manuscripts than there are words in the New Testament.
SOURCE: Misquoting Jesus by Bart D. Ehram (Harper San Francisco; © 2005) pp. 84-90)
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Interestingly, when people are asked to define theword “truth,” many have a problem defining the
thing they say they want the most. Let’s begin our search with adictionary definition for truth: “A
judgment, proposition, or idea that is true or accepted as true.”  In other words, “truth” is something 
that is “true;” which is defined as: “Conforming to or consistent with a standard; being in accordance
with the actual state or conditions; conforming to reality or fact.”

How tall is the tree?
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How tall is the Palm tree? For those who’s standard is the ruler on the left the truth would be 5 ½, but
for those using the other ruler it is 12. Both truths are determined by the standard (ruler) with which
they use to measure. They could argue for the next 50 years about which one was right and never
come to an agreement. The first step to resolving the conflict is for each party to become aware of the
two rulers they are using and their differences. We all start receiving our cultural rulers as infants, and
continue to add new lines to them for the rest of our lives.

Political -

Language -

Religion -

Bible –

Education -

Morals –

Values -

What would your ruler be if you had been born in another country to different parents? Your new
language, political beliefs, religious beliefs, morals, values, education and life experiences would have
created a very different reality. Becoming aware of and learning about the histories of our rulers and
how they are constructed, we will be able to understand the world in which we live much better. We
quickly discover that most of the lines on our rulers consist of beliefs, not facts.

Once we become aware of these belief rulers we realize that many institutions and companies are
continually working to add their line to our ruler. Only those who believe like us, wear our clothes,
drive our cars, eat our food, etc., measure up to our standard. We live in a communication age in which
we are constantly bombarded by attempts to modify our rulers–all claiming to be the truth, best for
us, or God’s will.  Needless to say, it can become very confusing sometimes.

An important step that will immediately help clear up much of the confusion is to understand that there
are two very different types of truths. One is truth that is based on facts; the other is based on beliefs.
Our rulers require both kinds of truths for us to successfully navigate the waters of life. Below are the
definitions for these two very important words.

(1) Belief–A construct of the mind in which trust or confidence is placed. The vehicle that transports
beliefs from the mental to the physical realm is language.

(2) Fact - The quality of being actual; something that has actual existence. Facts are sensory
perceivable and measurable.

A major mistake that we make is to give equal value to both, thus treating them as if they were
interchangeable components. By accurately recognizing the type of truth that we are faced with we are
able to make much better decisions. When it comes to a conflict, our first step is to agree on the type
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of truth over which we are disagreeing. Is it over facts or beliefs? This will immediately elevate our
spirituality to a new level. It also creates a win-win situation! We encourage you to adopt the
guideline that we have used for several decades. It will be the compass that will guide you through
many difficult challenges and avoid belief traps.

Our beliefs must be large enough to include all of the facts;
they must be open enough to be tested;

and flexible enough to change when new facts are discovered.

There are many books called “the Bible”–but they are not all the same.

(1)The Jewish Tanakh existed before the Roman Catholic Old Testament (OT).
(2) The Roman Catholic OT has more books than the Tanakh.
(3) The books in the Roman Catholic OT are arranged in a different order.
(4) The Protestant OT has the same books as the Tanakh.
(5) The Protestant OT’s book order is like the Roman Catholic OT.
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Bible translators use different combinations of ancient manuscripts
and earlier translations to produce their translations.
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Avoiding Belief Traps
The goal of those who design belief traps is to create an emotional reaction in those who they catch
and get them to support their political or religious positions, purchase their products or services, join or
support their groups, etc. The defining characteristic of belief traps is that they do not contain sufficient
factual information to make an accurate and informed decision. The way to identify and avoid the
belief traps is tobe on guard when you encounter “believe” questions. Be sure to clearly define the
words used, and consider what they really mean when measured against relevant facts.

1 2 3 4 5 6
Do you believe in the Bible?

The defining word and clue that you have encountered a belief trap is the word“believe.”  It is defined
as, “to have confidence in the truth, the existence, or the reliability of something, although without
absolute proof that one is right in doing so.”  

A majority of the decisions we make in life are based on beliefs,
not facts. In many cases, we have not searched for and do not
know them. However, when facts are known, we must make sure
that they are included in the decision making process. Our
primary guideline begins with -- “Our beliefs must be large
enough to include all of the facts . . .” You can recognize belief
traps by their failure to include facts and the insistence on a
“yes” or “no” answer.

The requirement for a “yes” or “no” responseputs those who are caught in belief traps in one of two
distinct groups–“believers”or“unbelievers.”The way to avoid beliefs traps is very simple, just ask:

“What do you know?”

The defining requirement for one to believe is to “act although there is no
absolute proof that one is right in doing so.”  If facts are available that present
absolute proof related to the belief question being asked, to ignore them would
clearly be an irresponsible decision. What would you think about a person who
said he didn’t believe a train wascoming, in spite of the fact that he could see
and hear it rapidly approaching? Just believing wouldn’t lessen the impact!
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Do you believe IN the Bible?  What does “in” mean?  What does 
it mean to “believe in” something?  The definition of “in” from 
dictionary.com is: “It is used with reference to: space or place;
circumstances or conditions; a whole which includes or comprises
the part spoken of; physical surrounding, personal states, etc.,
abstractly denoted; character, reach, scope, or influence
considered as establishing a limitation; movement or tendency
toward a certain limit or environment; and, a limit of time.”

“In” is used in belief traps to indicate“specific beliefs about the person, place or thing”that follows in
the sentence. In this case,“the Bible” follows and it is the defining part of this belief trap.

In English, the definite article is "the". Fortunately for us, "the" is
invariable. It does not depend on the number (or gender, if we had
that concept) of the noun it describes. "Definite" means that "the"
refers to some specific thing as contrasted with "a" or "an" which
does not refer to one specific individual or individuals of a noun.
Thus, if I say "the book", you know to which book I refer, as
opposed to "a book" which is general and does not refer to any
specific book. http://www.geocities.com/sohlhaut/articles.html

“The Bible” implies that there is only oneBible, so it is impossible to answer the question, “Do you 
believe in the Bible?”, with a simple “yes” or “no.”  It is a fact that there are many books called “the 
Bible”and they are different. The first fact one must know in order to answer the above question is–
“Which Bible do you mean?” That should be followed by– “What do you know about it?”
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Conclusion

Many years ago I took a course in alternative medicine
and the teacher used an example to explain how our
immune system works. He was discussing what
happens when our T-Cells encounter an unknown
intruder in our bodies. Our survival may be determined
by how one simple question is answered–Are you me?.
If the T-Cell determines the answer is “Yes,” the 
encounter ends. There is no perceived threat to its

safety. But, ifthe answer is “No,” then the alarm is sounded and the intruder is attacked by the
immune system’s army.  Once the intruder is destroyed everything returns to normal. I believe that this
same scenario plays out in our lives every time we encounter an unknown entity. We want to know if
the unknown entity is like us or different. The more alike we are the safer we feel. In our culture we
do not physically attack and destroy those who are different, but in other cultures it could be very
different. The more we conclude that others are the same as us, the safer we feel and the more likely
we will be to trust them. However, many of the differences we have may not be apparent when broad
generalities are used by pollsters.

This scenario takes place on every level of our existence, including the spiritual realm. The next time
you are in a group of people who do not know each other very well, watch them as they try to answer
the above question in order to discover whether others share their beliefs. If one who doesn’t share the 
same beliefs as the rest of the group happens to reveal that he or she is different, usually one of the
following things happens: (1) They try to convert him. (2) They attack him. (3) They ignore him.

The basic goal of the creators of belief traps is to
design a trap that creates the illusion that they are
like you. Let me point out that a vast majority of
those involved in discussions about beliefs about
the Bible truly believe what they are saying is the
right thing. They have no underlying agenda,
other than to do what they feel is the right.
However, there have been many cases in which a
person did what they thought was the right thing
to do, including God’s will, and suffered deadly
consequences.
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The picture below is from the horrible tragedy that occurred at Jonestown. Notice the child lying
between the two adults on the left.

This picture changed my life forever when I first saw that tiny pair of tennis shoes and for the first time
understood the true power of a religious belief system.  I had just become a “Grandpa” for the first 
time and was very proud of my new grandson. As I looked at those tennis shoes I thought about him
and then it hit me like a speeding freight train– someone’s religiousbeliefs were more powerful than a
mother’s love and desire to protect the life of her baby at all costs!

I do not know if the woman next to child was the child’s mother or if she played any role in its death.  
But I have read many accounts of what happened at Jonestown, as well as listened to audio recording
of the final hours and it is very clear that many mothers placed the deadly poisoned drinks to the lips of
their own children, looked in their eyes, and told them to drink. What would I have done if I really
believed that God wanted me to do something like that? The people in the picture were Christians just
like me. What did I really know about my beliefs? Could I risk not knowing?  Were they really God’s 
will, or were they the delusions of someone like Jim Jones? I knew I had to find out!

Before the above experience, if I had been told that you didn’t believe in the Bible or God, I would 
have reacted very negatively towards you. You would have been perceived as a threat and probably,
as an enemy of God too. I was involved in a Charismatic sect and our Belief System was loaded with
belief traps; I justwasn’t aware of it anddidn’t understand how they were controlling my life. I had no
understanding of where my Bible came from, or the source of my beliefs, even though they were
influencing most of the decisions I made about my life -- relationships, money, time, gender roles,
morals, values, etc.

It has been a journey that is now in its second decade and learning about our biblical heritages has
lifted a tremendous load from my shoulders. Many of the things I believed were the will of God, were
actually the creations of men who were simply limited in their understanding of their Belief Systems or
how their beliefs that had been passed down to them. Welcome to the Biblical Heritage journey --
discover who you are as you become aware of the empowerment awaiting you when you start
including as many facts as possible in your Belief System and the decisions you make.



Discovering Our Biblical Heritages

Biblical Heritage Center● P. O. Box 79●Cleburne, TX 76033-0079
http://www.biblicalheritagecenter.org

31

The Opportunity of a Lifetime

You are a member of the first generation of the information age. No other generation has had access to
the wide-range of information that your generation has.  In the 1980’s when we began this journey our
primary challenge was finding sources for information. Today, our primary challenge is managing the
massive amounts of information that are literally at our fingertips. If you have ever used Google you
know what I am talking about.

The early years of my research were spent in dusty libraries pulling books from shelves that were
rarely seen by members of the general public. On more than one occasion I met scholars who were
also involved in research. Those encounters revealed that they knew many of the same facts that I was
discovering. What amazed me about scholars associated with religious institutions was their
awareness of facts that were clearly in opposition to their articles of faith. But, they couldn’t discuss 
them with those outside of scholarly circles because the consequences to their careers would have been
severe. It would have been professional suicide at that time because the general public didn’t have 
access to the information that you now have.

Today things are very different. You do not have to travel miles to some dusty library and search
through hundreds of old books. Simply by using the above steps to avoid belief traps, and by having
access to the internet, you can gather facts and test beliefs anytime. You do not have to blindly rely on
institutional authority and belief claims. They can now be examined and weighed against the facts.

Christianity and Rabbinic Judaism have left us a tremendous paper trail. It is an investigator’s dream.
Beyond the thousands of ancient manuscripts of the biblical texts, there are volumes of writings of the
Church Fathers, Rabbis, Church Councils, Talmud, Protestant Reformers, etc. We now have the
opportunity to know how our view of reality came into being. We can also learn how other views
came into being and how they may relate to ours. If a Bible has played a major role in shaping your
beliefs and life, you will benefit from discovering your biblical heritage.

It is very similar to what happens when you do genealogical research and discover that you have so
many ancestors that you never knew. We find that our spiritual genealogies include people with a
wide variety of belief systems. Each one contributed certain beliefs generation after generation. As
time passed belief systems evolved and changed, usually slowly and without people being aware of the
significance of those changes.

I was raised in a family with a Southern Baptists belief system. Dr. Ike Tennison also came from a
similar background. Rabbi Jeffrey Leynor came with a Conservative Judaism belief system. Our late
friend and associate Sid Dosh brought an Episcopalian belief system to the table. Included in our
discussions were others with Roman Catholic, Methodist, Pentecostal, Orthodox Judaism, Reform
Judaism, Buddhist, Muslim, agnostic and atheistic belief systems. Needless to say, we had some
heated discussions over the years, but all of our belief systems evolved which made our lives much
better. We learned to view our world through each other’seyes. The key to being successful is to
memorize our primary guideline and use it regularly:

My belief system will be large enough to include all of the facts.
It will be open enough to be tested; and flexible enough to change

when I discover new facts.
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We are separated from the original
authors of any book found in any
Bible by thousands of years,
different languages, different
cultures and very different life
experiences. Even if we could meet
with them face-to-face, without the
necessary preparation chances are
we would not be able to accurately
communicate.

Every time we read the words of our
Bibles we must always ask what
they meant to their original author.
It is good to do this no matter what
book or document we are reading.

Was the book that we are reading
included in all or just some Bibles?
Why is it in our Bible? If it is not in
other Bibles, why was it rejected or
removed?

View the verses that you read in
their full context. Find the
beginning and the end of the
contextual environment. Who are
the people involved? Make sure
you clearly identify all pronouns.
Words taken out of context can be
used to prove anything.

Approaching Bible study as an
INFORMED BELIEVER empowers
you to take much more control of
your destiny by avoiding BELIEF
TRAPS.

Please share this information others.
It is on the Biblical Heritage website
and may be studied or downloaded
free of charge.

Shalom & Be Empowered!
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Your support is greatly appreciated.

The Biblical Heritage Center, Inc. is not a religious organization and therefore does not
promote any doctrinal system or statement of faith. BHC is an educational and research
organization that searches for factual information from a wide variety of sources. This
is reflected in our logo and primary guideline.

BHC Primary Guideline

Our beliefs must be
large enough to include all the facts;

open enough to be tested; and,
flexible enough to change

when new facts are discovered.

Matters of faith are playing an increasingly greater role of importance in the political
and social environments today. Our mission is to provide solid factual information
about the book and the heritages from which those matters of faith originated.

Even though millions rely on their Bible regularly, many know nothing about its history
or the heritages that shaped it and were shaped by it in return. We believe that people
understand the value of accurate information and will be willing to support the Biblical
Heritage Center for providing it.

The Biblical Heritage Center is completely funded by financial gifts sent by individuals
who benefit from its work. You and your support will be greatly appreciated and
valued.

You may make a donation online at -- http://www.biblicalheritage.org/BHC/donate.htm
or you may mail your contribution to:

Biblical Heritage Center, Inc.
P. O. Box 79

Cleburne, TX 76033-0079

Thank you for taking time to send a generous gift to BHC.
Please share this newsletter with others who may be interested.

Join our Google Group to receive the latest updates–
http://www.biblicalheritage.org


